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From Hon. Josiah Parker. 

Norfolk, Virga., 39tli April, 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

I have tlie pleasure to answer your letter as the Eepresentative 
of Norfolk, &c., having a majority of 259 votes in this district, 
in every county of which I had a majority. 

You will see by the enclosed the vile & dirty means practiced 
against me, but I have pleasure in telling you that the reptile 
who wrote the enclosed lost his election for th« County of Nanse- 
mond & in his room a friend to his County elected. 

Be pleased to present my best respects to the good president & 
believe me in truth & respect, J. Parker. 

The Honble James McHenry. 

Lt. Saunders will call on you in a few days. I request your 
attention to him as an officer & a gentleman. 



LETTEES OF WILLIAM T. BARRY. 

[Extracts from letters of William Taylor Barry never before pub- 
lished. Communicated through Miss Kate Mason Rowland, by permis- 
sion of the owner, John Barry Taylor, Newport, Ky., 1904.] 

William Taylor Barry was born the 15th of February, 1784, in 
Lunenburg county, Va. ; came to Kentucky in 1796; commenced his 
classical education at Woodford Academy; graduated at the Transyl- 
vania University with high reputation as a scholar; entered upon the 
study of law with the Hon. James Brown, former Minister to France, 
and completed his legal education at William and Mary College, in his 
native State. His public career as Congressman, Senator, aide-de-camp 
to Governor Shelby in the War of 1812, Lieutenant-Governor of Ken- 
tucky, Postmaster-General under Jackson, and finally his appointment 
as Minister to Spain, and his death in Liverpool, in 1835, sum up 
briefly the chief events in the life of this eminent Kentucky statesman. 

The Louisiana Purchase. 

Jessamine County [Kentucky], May 9th, 1803. 
Dear Brother, 

. . . The subject of New Orleans has been much canvassed 
in this State, and indeed throughout the IT. States. The pos- 
session of that Port by any other than oiirselves must be, in my 
opinion, prejudicial to our commercial interests; but, if it 
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should fall into the hands of the French, an ambitious and 
enterprising people, it will involve the most serious consequences. 
However, I consider these consequences remote and not imme- 
diate. As to the idea that is held out by some that the French 
when they once get a footing in Louisiana will commence hos- 
tilities against Americans, I deem it absurd. Bonaparte can 
have no such views. He must know that the powers of England 
and France are too nearly balanced, and that the power of 
America thrown into either scale would cause it to preponderate. 
But if the French are once permitted to take possession, after 
they have settled some time, and their colony begins to grow and 
flourish, they will endeavor to extend their influence over the 
Western States, and try to separate them from the Eastern. For 
having in their possession the sea ports on the Mississippi, which 
are the only marts for the commerce of these States, they have 
hold of a lever with which they can wield and regulate our in- 
terests as they please. It will certainly accelerate that disunion 
between the Western and Eastern States which their discordant 
interests must give rise to in progress of time, without the aid 
of France. It is certain that our situation at present is some- 
what critical. But, notwithstanding I approve highly the mild 
measures adopted by the general government, for whenever im- 
mediate danger is not apprehended, pacific steps are best. The 
Federalists would precipitate us in war. G. Morris has rung the 
alarm bell in the Senate, and portrayed in a lengthy and elo- 
quent speech the danger of delay; this, I think, proceeds in a 
great measure from their deep-rooted antipathy to the French, 
and hatred of the present administration. They know that the 
present economical plan of taxation has not provided sufiicient 
resources to meet the expenditures of a war; consequently to 
involve the TT. States in a war would disgrace the administration 
by shewing their want of foresight in providing for such emer- 
gencies. A gentleman came to Lexington on Sunday last who 
gave information that an express from the King of Spain passed 
through Abingdon in Virginia on the 23d April with commands 
to the Governor of Louisiana to restore to the United States those 
rights to which she is entitled by her treaty with Spain. Whether 
this is only to amuse us I cannot tell. 
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WiLLIAMSBURGH AND WiLLIAM AND MaRY COLLEGE, 1804. 

Williamsburgli, January 30, 1804. 
Dear Brother, 

. . . I arrived in Williamsburg the day after I wrote you 
from Eichmond, and met with a very polite reception from those 
persons to whom I had letters. Mr. Tucker, in particular, 
treated me with attention. He is a man of genuine cleverness 
and of the most exalted talents. I am more and more pleased 
with him every day. He pursues a course somewhat different 
from what he used to do ; instead of lecturing, he puts his edition 
of Blackstone's Commentaries into our hands, allotsi a certain 
portion for us to read and examines us every day (except Friday, 
when we attend Mr. Madison's lectures on Natural Philosophy). 
In his examinations he is very minute and particular, I never 
underwent such strict ones before. He doesn't confine himself 
in bis examinations to what is comprised in his late publication, 
but makes use of it as a text-book on which he comments largely. 
He has in his possession many documents which throw much 
light on the law of this Commonwealth, that are rarely to be met 
with. He is more luminous on the subject of law than any man 
I ever saw, and takes more pains to communicate instruction to 
his students. If I am attentive (and I think I shall be), I shall 
acquire more correct legal knowledge this winter than I did in 
twelve months while with James Brown. 

I did not find the College of William and Mary in so flourish- 
ing a condition as I anticipated. There are not more than fifty 
students, besides twelve or thirteen law students. That there 
are so few is attributable in a great measure to the dissipation 
of the place.* Parents are afraid to send their children here, 
lest their morals should be perverted, and the fear is not alto- 
gether without foundation, tho' the students are much re- 
formed to what they have been; some of them are very dissi- 
pated now. However, one that has a fixed determination to study 
may command his time, and be as retired as he pleases I never 
read more attentively in my life than since I have been here. I 
am pretty well pleased with the society of Williamsburg; it is 
very agreeable. The people are familiar in their intercourse and 

* Times have changed. The sale of liquor is now prohibited in Wil- 
liamsburg and the surrounding counties. 
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free and open in all their eomniunieations. They are remarkable 
for their hospitality and familiar deportment towards strangers, 
which does away with many embarrassments which the odious 
formalities of some places give rise to. The female society in 
this place has fallen off very much; that refinement of manner 
that onoe characterized the fair sex of this place no longer exists. 
I may be too precipitate, perhaps, in forming an opinion of the 
girls in this place, as my acquiantance in such circles is very 
circumscribed, but from what I have seen and heard there are 
very few girls of exquisite or genuine refinement in the place. 
There is a certain looseness of manners and conversation amongst 
them that I do not admire. In trying to be familiar, in which 
they all appear to be ambitious to excel, some of them appear to 
have gone a little too far, and approximate too near the borders 
of licentiousness. However, such freedom of conduct may be 
altogether consistent with the strictest principles of virtue ; but 
I must confess it [does'nt] meet my notions of propriety.* 

Williamsburg, February 6th, 1804. 
. . . You ask me to give a minute account of my present 
situation, how I am pleased, what are my prospects, &c., which 
I do with a great deal of pleasure. First, as respects my profes- 
sional pursuits. [Here he repeats in substance what he had 
formerly written.] Mr. Tucker is a man more profoundly read 
in the Law perhaps than any lawyer of the present time. No 
person can with more ease and facility clear up or elucidate any 
knotty or abstruse point of law, and he not only possesses the 
capability of doing it, but does it with willingness, and appears 
solicitous to communicate every information that he is possessed 
of. . . . I'll tell you how I employ my time generally. I rise 
about sun up, read until 11 o'e, then go to the lecfture room, 
the examinations almost always detain me until 2 o'c in the even- 
ing. I then return and dine about 3 o'c. The rest of the evening 
I devote to exercise and company, until about 7 o'c at night, 
when I commence reading again and continue at it until 11 o'c, 
which is good bedtime. This is my general line of conduct, but 



•The declining state of Williamsburg at this time is really ex- 
plained by the removal, in 1779, of the government to Richmond. Many 
of the best families left. 
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I do not always conform to it. Sometimes I read less, sometimes 
more. I attend Mr. Madison's lectures on Friday; they are at 
once improving and highly gratifying. I thought at first I would 
not attend them, but give all my attention to Law, as Natural 
Philosophy is a subject not so immediately interesting. But I 
concluded that one day in the week would not be much, and that 
it would serve as a relaxation from my other studies. Besides 
I might not have such another opportunity of extending my 
knowledge in that department of science. I imagine no person 
is better qualified to lecture on Natural Philosophy than Mr. 
Madison, and there is no college on the continent that has such 
extensive apparatus as this. , . . 

"There are but few young men of talents at College. I was 
utterly astonished when I got acquainted with them ; more so as 
it is generally the case that the most promising young men in 
the State are sent here. 

It must be owing to the dissipation of the place, for young 
men of cleverness after being here awhile are apt to fall into the 
current of dissipation, and if they do it is sure to abate the ener- 
gies of genius and disinvigorate the understanding. This College 
has turned out a great many men of cleverness in time past, and 
it is possible that it may in time to come, but I apprehend it has 
past its meridian, and is now fast descending in the western hori- 
zon. This opinion may be premature, but it is one that results 
from present impressions. The society of Williamsburg does 
not entirely meet my expectations. The refinement that once 
characterized the people of this place does not exist in so eminent 
a degree now. They still continue to be pre-eminently distin- 
guished for their hospitality and familiar deportment towards 
strangers. I never was in any place where I could pass my time 
more agreeably. ... 

I feel very little embarrassment in entering the company of 
ladies here, and I spend a good deal of my time in that way. It 
sometimes encroaches on my studies, but I take care that such 
encroachments shall be rare. I don't conceive the time I spend in 
this way to be altogether lost, for it will tend to give a polish to 
the manners, that is absolutely essential to enable us to glide 
«moothly thro' society. 
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Williamsburg, February 15th, 1804. 

. . . Williamsburg rarely affords anything new or of an 
interesting nature. Thex-e are few or no curiosities here, and the 
circle of amusements is very small; they consist principally in 
parties and balls. The company of the ladies is to be enjoyed 
almost at any time. They are very familiar and easy to become 
acquainted with, but there is very little knowledge to be acquired 
by such associations. I have not met with more than one or two 
girls of reading in the place ; they generally see so mudi com- 
pany that little time can be devoted to the cultivation of letters. 
They are not only deficient in literary attainments, but their 
manners are by no means as polished as I expected. In this re- 
spect they have fallen off very much from what they were for- 
merly. They still continue to be distinguished for their hos- 
pitality and attention to strangers. This I believe proceeds in 
some manner from a kind of family pride, of which the citizens 
of this place, particularly the old people, are pretty full. They 
wish (and it is quite natural they should) to keep up the name 
of the place. 

The appearance that Williamsburg makes now is not very 
pleasing. The site of the town is handsome; indeed, I never 
saw, and I think there cannot be a more elegant street anywhere 
than the Main street is. It is terminated at one end by the 
College and at the other by the Capitol. It is perfectly level and 
nearly a mile in length. The College is a large, but rude build- 
ing. The person. Sir Christopher Wren, who planned it, has not 
manifested an exquisite taste for the beauties of architecture. 
Mr. Jefferson in speaking of it calls it a "rude, misshapen pile, 
which, but that it has a roof, would be taken for a common brick- 
kiln." It is certainly not an elegant structure, but is easily dis- 
tinguishable from a brick-kiln. Of the Capitol I can't form any 
correct idea, as part of it has been pulled down to repair the 
other. It, however, appears to have been designed with more 
taste than the College. The houses in general in this town are 
not built of durable materials, and none of them appear to have 
been built with a view to architectural fame. The prospect which 
they present now is gloomy and melancholy; everything seems 
on the decline; "desolation has saddened all the green;" the 
ravages of the rude hand of time meet the eye in every quarter of 



Letters of William T. Barry. 113 

the town; many of the bouses have tumbled down, and others 
are daily crumbling into ruins. I never walk the streets without 
experiencing the most gloomy sensations; but it is a kind of 
pleasing melancholy, that the mind rather courts than despises. 
It is a dignified pleasure that is always excited in the mind when 
viewing the vestiges of departed grandeur. 

Of the country round Williamsburg I can say nothing, as I 
have not made an excursion from the town since I came here. 
I intend visiting Jamestown and York before I leave this. I 
have a great curiosity to see those places; the former because it 
was the place where the first English settlement was made in 
Virginia, and the latter because it is famous by reason of our 
independence being achieved there. 

In consequence of some new regulations made by the Visitors 
of William and Mary College, Mr. Tucker has resigned (a few- 
days ago) his professorship, as he did not like to conform to the 
regulations. Judge Nelson is appointed to succeed him. How- 
ever, this does not ailect the law students; they attend Mr. 
Tucker as usual, and he pays as much attention as while he waB 
Professor, and will continue so to do for as long a time as if he 
had continued Professor. 

. . . Williamsburg has been dull for some time past, but 
it will be enlivened by a splendid wedding to-morrow evening to 
which I am invited, and this will be followed by one or two 
dances that will be given to the married couple. I expect to 
unbend my mind for a few days, and quit for a while the study 
of books for one equally important, that of man. 

Williamsburg, February 23d, 1804. 

. . . Williamsburg is an expensive place. The accommo- 
dations for boarders are very indifferent. The price of boarding 
is $50 a quarter, besides a good many contingent expenses. I 
was fortunate enough to get into a pretty good house. I live with 
a Mr. Anderson ; he has seven or eight boarders, keeps a pretty 
good table, &c. The gentleman that Mr. Howard recommended 
me to had near upon thirty boarders when I came. He would, 
and in fact seemed anxious to take me in, but I knew when there 
were so many it would be disagreeable; besides I was better 
pleased with the accommodations at this place. 
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yorktown. 

Williamsburg, March 7th, 1804. 

I made an excursion to .Yorktown a few days ago ; it is ak)ut 
twelve miles from this. I was highly gratified with the prospect 
afforded by York Biver, as I had never before seen so large a 
river. I had also the satisfaction of seeing a vessel under sail. 
This was a new and charming sight. The town of York, were it 
not famous for the capture of Comwallis, would have nothing 
interesting about it. Its situation is far from being handsome ; 
the houses inelegant, and many of them are in a ruinous state. 
There did not appear to be more than ninety or a hundred 
houses in the place, and from what I could gather, not more than 
four or five hundred inhabitants. There is little or no trade 
carried on in the place; the County Court sits there once a 
month. 

KiCHMOND, 1804. 

Petersburg, March 27th, 1804. 

I set out from Williamsburg on the 22nd, and came to Eich- 
mond the same day. I should have come on to this place next 
morning, but as my object is improvement, I thought it ad- 
visable to stay a few days in Eiehmond in order to see the curi- 
osities of the place, and remark the manners of the people ; and 
I can assure you that I spent three days much to my satisfaction ; 
I met with a Mr. Preston, with whom I was acquainted in Ken- 
tucky. He is studying law in Eiehmond. He was extremely 
polite; introduced me to several young men, which contributed 
not a little to render my situation pleasant while I staid. I 
was much gratified in visiting the public buildings. In elegance 
and magnificence they far surpassed my expectations. You, no 
doubt, recollect th§ appearance of the Capitol. It is handsomely 
situated and is a very extensive building. It may be called an 
elegant building, but is, nevertheless, liable to objections. The 
large Portico at the south end has a very handsome appearance, 
but the steps on each side, by which persons ascend into the 
upper apartments, are very awkward. The form of it I don't like 
for so large a house; if it had been an octagon it would have 
looked much better. The roof by no means comports with the 
magnificence of the building. It is perfectly plain on the top 
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and rather flat. If a dome had been built on it, it would have 
given it a much grander appearance. In the Capitol is a statue 
of Gen'l Washington ; it is said to be a very exact likeness, and it 
may be so, but I do not admire the workmanship. It has a great 
deal of stiffness about it. His clothes are made to fit so tight 
that the arms and body seem as if they were ready to burst 
through ; this gives it a very awkward appearance. It is not half 
as well executed as one of Lord Botetourt's in Williamsburg. 
You will no doubt laugh at these strictures, as I am a poor judge 
in such matters, but as they presented themselves to nfy mind 
on visiting the Capitol, I have ventured to communicate them 
to you, as I know you will scan witli lenity my crude remarks. 

The Penitentiary stands on a pretty high hill, a little distance 
from town. It is built in a circular form and is the most exten- 
sive and grandest building I ever saw. I explored the greater 
part of it, and found everything well regulated. It contains 
about eighty-five convicts at present. They are all kept closely 
at work, and no doubt many of them when they come out will 
make useful citizens. The Armory is also an extensive building. 
I was highly amused in visiting this, as I had never seen anything 
of the kind before. It is not yet completed ; when it is, it will 
occupy an acre and a quarter of ground ; it must have cost the 
State already upwards of a hundred and fifty thousand dtollars. 
It is said to be on a more extensive plan than any in Europe. 
There has been about three thousand stand of arms made in it. 
At this time are emplo^^d about seventy-five workmen. The 
Canal is a very grand work; the water is brought seven miles 
in it. I had not time to go up and see the locks. I visited the 
Theater one evening, and was very much entertained with the 
performance. Some of the actors performed admirably, and 
all of them much better than any I ever saw before. The Theater 
in Richmond is a very indifferent one; it is only a temporary 
thing ; they are about to build a very elegant one. I was much 
pleased with Richmond, and think it a very handsome place. 
There are some of the handsomest seats on the hill I ever saw. 
These present a delightful prospect to a person on the Manchester 
side. The scene is very diversified, and truly picturesque. I was 
not able to find out the number of houses it contains, but its 
population is about six thousand. It is growing very fast and 
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bids fair to be a large and flourishing city. I came from EicliT 
mond to this place yesterday. I don't admire the situation of 
Petersburg, it is to me a very unpleasant looking place, but it 
is a very busy one, and much trade is carried on here. 



PATENTS ISSUED DURING THE EEGAL GOVERN- 

MENT. 

Charles City County. 

{Continued from Vol. X., No. 1, p. 227.) 

(Patentee's name, date of patent, number of acres, and locality of 
lands. ) 

Boole No. 6. 

Page 7. Edm* Cowles, Sepf 39, 1667. 125 acres, on the north 
side of James river, Beg.g, &c., at the river side ag* the 
ferry, &c., to Kings his creeke mouth. 

39. Robert Burgesse, Nov"- 12, 1666. 343 acres, 105 po. On 
the south side of Appomattox river, adjoining the land 
of Gilbert Piatt, Robert Coleman, Sen"'., & Robert Cole- 
man, jun''. 

57. W" Savidge. May 10, 1667. 152 acres. On y^ north side 
y western branch. 

59. Capt" Thomas Busby. May 10, 1667. 1170 acres. Part 
in Surry & part in Charles City counties, viz., 150 acres 
part thereof on both sides of the Southern branch of 
Upper Chipoakes Creek. 

62. Lieu* Col" John Epes. Sep* 30, 1674. 2550 acres 3 R. 16 
po. On the south side of James river. Beg.g at the 
mouth of Gravelly Creek at y* river. 

85. William Withers. Mar. 13, 1665. 172 acres. 3 R. 1 po. 
On the south side of James river on the head of Flower- 
du hundred Creek, on the East side of the Southern run 
joining to Wm. Harris. 

85. William Wilkins, Ap' 13, 1666. 308 Acres, 3 R. 31 po. 
On the South side of James river, at the head of Flower- 
du hundred creek. 



